
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Jesus Appears
As the Anointed One

First Sunday after Epiphany – Baptism of Our Lord 
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

January 8, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
“Christ” is not Jesus’ last name, of course. It is a title. The Greek word “Christ” 
and the Hebrew word “Messiah” both mean the same thing—“The Anointed 
One.” Anointing was the practice of pouring liquid (typically oil) over the 
head of someone to signify selection for some special task. However, when 
the Lord anointed heroes to do his saving work, what he poured over them 
was his Spirit.

For centuries people of faith had patiently waited for the promised Messiah, the servant of God 
who would bring the salvation we so desperately need. The time had come for Jesus to be 
revealed as the fulfillment of that divine promise. So, Christ our Lord came to the Jordan River 
to be baptized, that he might be recognized by John and revealed to Israel. At his baptism Jesus 
was anointed—marked as God's special servant and empowered by the Spirit of the Lord.
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The Service: Setting One
Setting One begins on page 154 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
Following the first verse, please join as you feel comfortable.

10:30 – Holy Baptism of Joyce Jackson CW 151
After the rite, the service continue with “Glory to God in the Highest” on page 5.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory Be to God CW 157

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in 
our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 42:1–7

The Lord promises to put his Spirit on the Messiah, empowering the Anointed One to free us 
from our sins.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 45B Great Are the Works of the LORD

My heart is stirred by a / noble theme
    as I recite my verses / for the king.
You are the most excel- / lent of men
    and your lips have been anoint- / ed with grace.
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Gird your sword on your side, you / mighty one;
    clothe yourself with splendor and / majesty.   Refrain
 
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and / ever;
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your / kingdom.
 You love righteousness and hate / wickedness;
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your com- / panions.
I will perpetuate your memory through all gener- / ations;
    therefore the nations will praise you for ever and / ever.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Acts 10:34–38

The Holy Spirit was poured out upon those who heard Peter’s message about the Anointed One. 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:11

Pastor sings:
You are my Son, / whom I love;
with you I am / well pleased.

Refrain
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Gospel Matthew 3:13–17

Jesus is anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power in the waters of the Jordan River.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

Sermon

Stand

Confession of Faith The Meaning of Baptism for Our Daily Life

What does baptizing with water mean?
Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily contrition and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a 
new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, “We were . . . buried with [Christ] through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.”

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Loving Father, lead us to rejoice every day as we remember our baptism. When we sin against 
you and others, 
give us power to put down the sinful nature that was drowned in the water of baptism. 

When we doubt your love, 
cause us to remember the promises you made when we came to the font. 
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When we feel weak, 
invigorate us with the hope of eternal life that awaits all who are baptized and believe 
in you.

Keep in your care all our brothers and sisters who are suffering in sickness, enduring hardship, 
carrying a cross, or mourning the death of someone they love. Let them also return to their 
baptism and remember the blessings you bestowed on them through the water and the Word. 
Keep all the baptized in your care and bring us at last to the river of the water of life in 
heaven. 

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, the Anointed One, to whom we are 
connected through the power and promise of baptism.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like 
an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

WELS Connection 2022 Year in Review

Hymn 685 Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Take Home Questions

1. Today marks the First Sunday after Epiphany. The Season of Epiphany highlights the 
appearance (what Epiphany means) of the Sin of God as the Savior of the whole world. In 
what ways do you see this emphasis in each of the three readings for today?

2. Read Isaiah 42:1-7—a prophecy of the Messiah (name meaning “anointed one”) and his 
work. In what ways was Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled in the account of Jesus being baptized 
from Matthew 3? What verses can you connect from the two readings?

3. Read all of Acts 10 to learn the context of verses 34-38. In what ways does this context give 
a deeper understanding of Peter's words to Cornelius, his friends, and his relatives? Then, 
read the end of chapter 10. In what ways was Peter’s message confirmed in what happened 
after he spoke?

4. If baptism washes away sin and Jesus had no sin, why would Jesus need to be baptized? 
John the Baptist was puzzled at this too. How did Jesus answer in Matthew 3:15? What is 
he saying with these words? (Hint: Read Romans 5:19.)
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
The Committal Service 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Family Bible Hour Resumes Today Jan. 8 | 9:15 AM

Children in 3K-6th grade are invited to Sunday School. Teens and adults are welcome at the Bible 
study in the cafeteria. Today we will finish our study of end of life issues with a look at the 
committal service. If it doesn’t work out for your family to attend today, you are welcome to join 
us next week. We will be starting a new study on transgenderism.  

Resolve to be Involved  

Snow Shoveling – At least one of our regular volunteers will be gone for January 
and February. Extra help is needed on snowy mornings to clear the sidewalks by 
the building and near the street. T0 volunteer, contact Larry Wesenberg at 715-
204-7685 or just show up with a shovel or snow blower when it snows.

Worship Techs – More volunteers are needed to assist with A/V and technology during the 
worship services. If someone is sick or on vacation, we may not have some of the technology we 
are used to. You can help with livestreaming or queuing service slides. Training will be provided. 
Contact Chris Williams (507-279-0167) or Larry Klish (715-570-2156).

Dime & Dollar Thrift Store – Some of the regular volunteers take winter vacations, leaving 
the store short-handed. Help is needed with processing donations, sorting & pricing, bagging, 
and cashiering. For more information, see the display in the Welcome Center.

Choir – Practices resume on Monday, Jan. 16 at 4:30 pm, and more voices are always welcome. 
If you enjoy singing, try the choir.

Food Service or Childcare for Workshops – We are holding for “workshops” for prospective 
members. Help is needed to prepare and serve snacks and lunch. We also need people to provide 
onsite childcare. The dates are Jan. 21, Feb. 4, Feb. 18, and Mar. 4 from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. If you 
can help on any of these days, please contact Pastor Plagenz.

Take Down Christmas - We will be taking down the Christmas decorations on 
Sunday, Jan. 15 after the second service. The decorations come down faster than 
going up, but lots of hands make it go faster. Please consider helping out.
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Foundations of the Faith Workshops Jan. 21 | 8:30 AM

Our Foundations of the Christian Faith course will be held workshop-style over four Saturday 
mornings. The “workshops” will be spaced, so you aren’t committing to every weekend, and 
multiple lessons will be covered each session. The dates are Jan. 21, Feb. 4, Feb. 18, and Mar. 4 
from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  We hope to provide onsite childcare. Plus there will be snacks and a 
lunch each day.  This course is essential for those interested in joining our church family. To 
register, please contact Pastor Plagenz at pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org or 920-689-3036.       

It's Everyone’s Birthday! Jan. 12 | 6:30 PM

You are invited to a fun evening with the Willing Workers this Thursday at 6:30 pm. They will 
be celebrating everyone’s birthday and having a game night. Bring a white elephant gift for a 
gift exchange. The group meets in the cafeteria. New people are always welcome.

Richer Marriage Workshop Feb. 4

Trinity Lutheran Church of the Town of Berlin (located near Merrill, WI) will be 
having a marriage enrichment event titled “Richer Marriage.” This event will be 
led by longtime WELS pastor and marriage enrichment event presenter, Randy 
Hunter.  It will cover the following four topics: Improve your communication, 
Move through your conflict, Improve your financial relationship, and Grow your 
sexual intimacy. It will take place at Trinity on Saturday, Feb. 4, from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Snacks, refreshments, and a catered lunch (from Olive Garden) will be 
provided.  The cost is $35 a couple.  If you are married, please consider attending 

this event!  To register, go to Eventbrite.com and search for “richer marriage.” If you have any 
questions or need help registering, call, text, or email Pastor Andy DeGier (920-471-1770 or 
pastorandydegier@gmail.com).

Sisters in Christ, Be Strong in the Lord Mar. 3-5

The 22nd Pathways to Christ Retreat will be held on March 3-5 at LaSure’s Hall 
in Oshkosh. The 2023 theme is “Be Strong in the Lord”, based on Ephesian 6:10 
and surrounding verses. We'll be opening on Friday evening with the first ever 
Pathways Style Show. On Saturday morning, Rev. Joel Russow from Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary will lead us as we look at “Protecting Your Head and Your 
Heart,” the helmet and breastplate, and Rev. Mike Berg of Wisconsin Lutheran College will help 
us as we look at “Defending Yourself,” the sword and shield. On Saturday afternoon Cate Free 
helps us prepare for what steps come next as we consider “Your Faithful Accessories,” a belt and 
shoes.  The evening will conclude with a concert featuring Stephen Bautista during an evening 
banquet.  On Sunday Pastor Leon Ehlert will share with us a Bible Study based on the hymn “O 
Church Arise” and then lead us in worship. Additional information, along with registration 
forms, can be downloaded from our website: http://pathwaystochrist.org. If you don’t have 
internet access, the church office can provide you with a brochure.
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Youth to Gather Jan. 15 | 11:45 AM

Next Sunday, St. Paul's Youth (SPYs) will be gathering in the cafeteria at approximately 11:45 
after the 2nd worship service.  Lunch will be served and "The Chosen" will be shown during this 
time.  Afterward, we will be gathering ideas for activities to take place in the upcoming months.  
Finally, we will wrap things up by spending a bit of free time in the gym until 2:00 or 2:30.  If 
you haven't attended in the past, please feel free to join us and invite a high school age friend to 
share in the food, fellowship, and fun!  

Keep Scanning Receipts  

Our school recently received a check for $49.10 from the Box Tops for Education program. Thank 
you to everyone who has been scanning their grocery receipts to earn this money. The funds will 
be used to pay for busing for field trips. To learn more about the Box Tops for Education program 
and to download their app, visit www.boxtops4education.com.

Men Up in a Man Down World Feb. 18

In his "farewell sermon" to the Israelites, Joshua encouraged them to "man up" by honoring the 
LORD, removing spiritual distractions, and keeping focused on a life of grateful, devoted service 
to God. Learn how you can MAN UP in this man down world at the 14th Annual Men of His 
Word Conference held at the Best Western Premier Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh 
on Saturday, Feb. 18. The day includes worship, praise and fellowship in God’s Word. 
Registration is $60 for adults and $30 for youth. (These rates increase to $75 and $37 respectively 
after Jan. 29.) Additional details and registration are available at www.menofhisword.org.

It’s Kleenex Season  

It is that time of year when we go through a lot of kleenex. Just coming in from outdoors can 
make your nose drip or cause you to sneeze. Your donations of facial tissue are appreciated. You 
can bring them to the church office. 

Special Prayers This Week:
 Marilyn Foley’s brother, Doug Plowman, who is beginning chemo treatments
 Bryan Fiecko’s father, Dennis Fiecko, is in the hospital awaiting bypass surgery. 
 Mr. Justin Vilski was called to be our principal 
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Calendar January 8-15

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
5:30 pm Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings in the Resource Center

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria 

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Take Down Christmas Decorations in the church
11:45 AM St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria

Attendance & Offering Report  
New Year’s Eve Attendance:  74
New Year’s Day Attendance: 131
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 479,645
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 370,218

Upcoming Events
Jan. 16 ~ Choir Practice Resumes
Jan. 17 & 20 ~ Home Basketball Games
Jan. 21 ~ Foundations of the Christian Faith
Jan. 22 ~ WELS Youth Night at NLHS
Jan. 23 ~ Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


